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Solomon Islands - Mercy
for all: Mobile Holy Door
in the Diocese of Gizo  
(ANS - Gizo) – WHEN
he announced the Ju-
bilee of Mercy Pope
Francis said that a
Door of Mercy should
be opened in every
diocese, "so that
everyone will be able
to experience the love
of God who consoles,
who forgives and gives
hope."

The problem in the
Diocese of Gizo in the
Solomon Islands is that
the isolation and re-
moteness of parishes
from the diocesan cen-
tre makes it virtually
impossible for the peo-
ple living in the villages
to come to the Holy
Door at the cathedral. 

For this reason the
pastoral team of the
diocese, led by Bishop
Luciano Capelli, SDB,
thought of a mobile
Holy Door.

"The fever of Mercy
that converts hearts
and commits us to for-
giveness, to service and
solidarity, reached its
highest level here in
the diocese of Gizo,"
says Bishop Capelli who
has been bishop of the
diocese since 2007.

The isolated popula-
tion cannot reach the
Holy Door in the Cathe-
dral, so the Holy Door
will tour the parishes
and villages to reach
the isolated people,

thought the pastoral
team. 

So for two months,
the Holy Door has cov-
ered the most remote
islands and villages of
the diocese. Its pilgrim-
age ended on May 9th.
In each of the 14 sta-
tions visited there was
a level of participation
in the liturgy never
seen before.

The programme was
carried out in almost
the same way in every
village: the Warriors of
the village officially
welcomed the Holy
Door. 

This was followed by
a liturgy over a period
of three days to pres-
ent the meaning of the

Jubilee. It included a
prayer vigil in prepara-
tion for the sacrament
of reconciliation, and
then a dialogue of rec-
onciliation between
people and groups in
conflict.

"The priests were
surprised by the partic-
ipation and goodwill
experienced in a real
climate of mercy” con-
cluded Bishop Capelli. 

“It is beautiful when
people are able to for-
give and start afresh...
mistakes and conflicts
can become moments
of encounter and
growth if approached
with an open heart,
with faith and generos-
ity."

The Holy Door touring the parishes and villages to reach the isolated people
in the remotest islands thought the pastoral team in the Diocese of Gizo,
Solomon Islands. Seen here is a pastoral team taking the Holy Door to a
parish after it has been transported by sea from another parish. 
Photo: Bishop Luciano Capelli, SDB

Rita represents PNG at Catholic 
Education World Congress
“BONJOIRNO!” (Good
Morning). This was
Rita’s greeting to her
colleagues who are
teaching in fifty-three
Catholic Agency Sec-
ondary and High
Schools on her return
from Rome. A creative
drama followed the
greeting. 

Soon everyone was
laughing and feeling
they too were in a big
unfamiliar city where
everyone is speaking a
language that is totally
incomprehensible. 

Cars, buses, trucks
are all speeding to-
wards you on the
wrong side of the
road!

Rita Kavanamur,
back in 2006 at Mercy
SS, Yarapos, Wewak,

in her first year teach-
ing was invited to
teach Religious Educa-
tion. Wanting to
deepen her Catholic
faith she said, Yes. 

“Since then” she ex-
plains, “Religious Edu-
cation has been my
greatest strength.”
Rita is currently the
R.E. Coordinator at
Our Lady of the Sacred
Heart SS, Vunapope.
She has served there
for many years now
and is a very active
R.E. Coordinator who
has mobilized many
groups of students so
that OLSH Vunapope
is an excellent girls’
school where a visitor
immediately feels the
happy, family atmos-
phere. 

In November last
year there was much
to do to organize
travel and the immi-
gration documents
that are necessary. 

Rita’s husband, Ray,
was always there to
give support and
email messages back
and forth. 

He took care of their
young son while Rita
was travelling.

Rita explained to
her colleagues that
the aim of the Con-
gress was to reflect on
the contribution that
the Christian commu-
nity can make to edu-
cation globally, in our
rapidly changing con-
texts. 

Today we are chal-
lenged as teachers, or

rather educators, to
refresh what we are
offering to our young
people for their for-
mation. 

We must follow
them closely as they
shape their life-plans
and be a witness to
them of the love of
God in the world.

She concluded, “Let
us be truly alive in
Christ. Let us make
Religious Education a
vital part and central
to all that we do in our
schools. Religious Ed-
ucation makes a
unique contribution
to the curriculum and
to the life of the
school because it pro-
motes the develop-
ment of the student
as a whole person.”

Vatican City, 3 May 2016 – The Holy
Father has appointed Msgr. Kurian
Mathew Vayalumkal, nunciature
counsellor, as apostolic nuncio in
Papua New Guinea, elevating him to
the dignity of archbishop. The arch-
bishop-elect was born in Vada-
vathoor, India in 1966 and ordained
a priest in 1991. He holds a degree in
canon law and has served in the
diplomatic service of the Holy See
since 1998, in the papal representa-
tions in Guinea, Korea, the Domini-
can Republic, Bangladesh, Hungary
and Egypt.
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The Good News of Mercy
Pastoral letter of the Catholic Bishops Conference of Papua New Guinea and

Solomon Islands, 15 April 2016
Dear brothers and sisters,

We, the Catholic Bishops of
Papua New Guinea and
Solomon Islands, greet

you, our Catholic people, along
with all people of good will, in our
two countries, on the occasion of
this Jubilee Year of Mercy. 

Pope Francis
Our Holy Father, Pope Francis,

has made God’s mercy the central
theme of his papal ministry.  He
repeatedly urges us, everyone in
all sectors of society and in the
Church, to seek a greater under-
standing of, and appreciation for,
the immensity of God’s merciful
love and kindness.  

Pope Francis challenges the
bishops to be better examples and
promoters of God’s mercy toward
those he has given into our pas-
toral care, especially those who
are poor, vulnerable and disad-
vantaged in any way.  The Pope
expects us to live closely with the
people entrusted to us, sharing
their lives and concerns. But the
Church is not only the bishops.  All
who believe in Jesus Christ, as well
as the Good News he brought
from the Father, and are baptized
make up the Church,

We repeat the words of Pope
Francis when he proclaimed the
Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy.
“Jesus is the face of the Father’s
mercy.  These words well sum up
the mystery of the Christian faith.
Mercy has become living and visi-
ble in Jesus of Nazareth, reaching
its culmination in him….Jesus of
Nazareth, by his words, his ac-
tions, and his entire person reveals
the mercy of God: (Misericordiae
Vultus 1).  Do you want to know
and understand the mercy of God?
You will find this knowledge in the
life and person of Jesus Christ who
is the visible expression of Divine
Mercy.

Social Teaching
The social teaching of the

Catholic Church is a message of

justice and mercy. All Catholic
communities should learn more
about the common principles
which guide our relationship with
one another. There is a special ob-
ligation which all Christians should
take note of.  The Fathers of the
Second Vatican Council and recent
Popes remind us of this time and
again, when they speak about a
“preferential option for the poor”.
This means that those most in
need, the poor, marginalized and
vulnerable in society, deserve spe-
cial priority attention. All policies,
services and activities that affect
the lives of people, whether their
source is in government depart-
ments, political entities, the
churches, NGOs or the business
community, must be assessed in
light of their impact on the poor.
We also recognize how much
those who are poor can teach us
through their faith and persever-
ance even in the face of great dif-
ficulties.

Scripture
In this Year of Mercy we who are

believers in a merciful God should
become more aware of the Scrip-
tural basis of our concern for and
practical action to benefit the
poor. At the beginning of his min-
istry in his own hometown, Jesus
echoed the prophesy of Isaiah
when he proclaimed, “The Spirit of
the Lord is upon me, because he
has chosen me to bring good news
to the poor” (Lk. 4:18). 

During his sermon on the moun-
tain, Jesus announced that the
Kingdom of heaven belongs to the
poor in spirit, and they are blessed
(Mt 5:3). For those seeking perfec-
tion, know that it is achieved when
one gives all he has to the poor
(Mt 19:21).  

We are expected to invite the
poor, the crippled, the lame and
the blind to our feasts (Lk14:13).
The apostle Paul was eager to as-
sist the poor, raising money for
them in Christian communities
which were more economically
blessed (Gal 2:10).  Organized

fundraising to alleviate poverty
was one of the very first struc-
tured social activities of the young
church after its foundation at Pen-
tecost.  Thus it is clear in the New
Testament that God’s mercy is di-
rected especially toward the poor
and disadvantaged; and therefore
becomes more available to us the
closer we are to the poor. 

CBC Pastoral Letters
In our pastoral letters in recent

years we have tried to bring every-
one in the Catholic community to-
gether to hear the cry of the poor
and address the concerns of the
needy in society. 

As a Church we have spoken up
for those in remote areas and
have concentrated a high percent-
age of our social services of health
care and education there.  But
even before that we carried the
Word of God and extended pas-
toral care far and wide, even to
the most isolated and inaccessible
localities, to satisfy those who are
spiritually hungry. “Man cannot
live on bread alone, but needs
every word that God speaks” (Mt
4:4).  

Our Church, in imitation of
God’s mercy,desires to be a cham-
pion for the disabled, for vulnera-
ble children, unemployed youth,
and abused women whose status
in society is far from secure. 

We raise our voice also in de-
fense of people, often defenseless
women falsely accused of harming
others through witchcraft or sor-
cery.  We have tried to become
more aware of the suffering of the
materially poor, and of migrants
and refugees.  

More recently, as a Church, we
have tried to address the concerns
of those suffering from natural dis-
asters such as frost, drought,
floods, the effect of climate
change and volcanic activity, espe-
cially environmental refugees
from Manam Island. We know that
have to improve the quality of our
disaster response.

Every generation should strive
to leave behind for the following

generation a world which is better
than the one they themselves en-
joyed.  This may not be happening
in Papua New Guinea and
Solomon Islands.  Environmental
degradation, especially how it im-
pacts on the poor---and here we
think of a rapacious timber indus-
try as well as other economic proj-
ects which pollute the
environment and displace people-
--can give rise to land pressures
and a host of social problems. To
be true agents of God’s mercy we
need to address issues of justice in
society such as legislation that we
believe is detrimental to the wel-
fare of the poor (e.g Special Agri-
culture Business Leases), but also
in the Church.  We face a creeping
corruption that also affects church
workers. 

When we consider the many sit-
uations in which the poor and vul-
nerable find themselves we
wonder what should be the prior-
ity area at this time.  In 2016, what
is the most important issue affect-
ing the poor?  We are convinced it
is the safety and protection of chil-
dren, their health and education,
their wellbeing, their physical,
emotional, intellection and spiri-
tual wellbeing. To this end the dio-
ceses have already set up
functioning Child Protection Of-
fices and later this year a major
Training of Trainers program will
be offered for selected men and
women who have previously taken
up this ministry. We address our
concerns regarding Catholic edu-
cation and health services in sep-
arate statements.

We realize that our Catholic
communities at the parish and
local community level may not be
involved as much they should be
in dealing with local problems.
There is a wise saying: “If you are
not a part of the solution, then you
are probably part of the problem.” 

There is also a principle in
Catholic social teaching called the
Principle of Subsidiarity. This prin-
ciple states that no higher level of
organization (such as government)

should perform any function that
can best be handled at a lower
level (such as by families and local
communities) by those who are
closer to the issues or problems.
We encourage parish priests to
bring their people together at the
local level--parents, parish pas-
toral councils, school and health
boards of management, school
principals and health extension of-
ficers--to monitor and evaluate on
a regular basis their school and
clinic and find solutions to prevail-
ing problems.

There is another principle of
Catholic social teaching involved
here, the Principle of Solidarity.We
are one human family.  Our re-
sponsibilities to each other tran-
scend national, racial, economic,
and ideological differences.  We
are called to work together for jus-
tice for everyone.  The Principle of
Solidarity requires of us that we
not concern ourselves solely with
our own individual lives.  We need
to be aware of what is going on in
the world around us.  

We want to empower and en-
courage our Catholic laity to ad-
dress issues of justice for the poor
in their own domestic and work
situation. We know there are
many Catholics in Parliament, pub-
lic service and public life.  Are they
seen as different?  

How can we help them to be
truly agents of God’s mercy for the
poor and disadvantaged?PNG
Catholics have the opportunity to
do this as they prepare for the
PNG national election in 2017, an
issue we are addressing in a sepa-
rate letter.

We invite them to have the
courage to speak up, and to accept
the challenge to truly live the
Gospel of Jesus even at personal
cost. Let each one of us: bishops,
priests, religious, lay men and
women, youth, evaluate our ac-
tions in light of the benefit to the
poor and vulnerable.

Bishop Arnold Orowae, President
For your Bishops of PNG/SI

WELCOME: Bishops are welcomed by members of the Catholic faithful of the van-
imo Diocese on their arrival at Vanimo.

MEETING WITH STUDENTS: Students meet with Bishops as they arrive at Vanimo for their AGM.  
More photos on THE Catholic Bishops Conference of Papua New Guinea and Solomon Islands held its Annual
General Meeting (AGM) in the Vanimo Diocese, Sandaun Province on page 19...
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Annual General Meeting held in Vanimo
Diocese, Sandaun Province April 2016
THE Catholic Bishops Conference of Papua New Guinea andSolomon Islands held its Annual General Meeting (AGM) in the Vanimo Diocese, Sandaun
Province , for two weeks in April, 2016. 22 bishops and heads of the various sections within the Catholic Church congregated for two weeks to dis-
cuss issues of importance concerning the church and the country as well. 
The bishops came up with statements on health and education, important service areas which the Catholic Church plays a major role/contribution in
this country, as well as on elections.

GREETS:Bishop of the Vanimo Diocese, Cesare Bonivento greets Big Joe as he is popularly
known, Bishop of Wewak.

DIOCESE ESCORTS: Members of the Laity from the Vanimo Diocese help the bishops at the air-
port. 

OPENING MASS: The conference opening liturgy. DURING CONFERENCE SESSION: Some of the bishops during one of the conference sessions.

WITH CATHOLICS OF WEST PAPUA: Members of the Catholic Community in Jayapurra are
happy to meet  one of the Bishops of the Solomon Islands during the visit by the bishops of PNG
& Solomon Islands.IN JAYAPURA: PNG&SI Bishops with fellow bishops on their visit to Jayapurra, West Papua
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Last week, I met a man from Kerema after the Sunday
Mass at St.Joseph’s Parish, Port Moresby. 

He expressed his concerns over the diocese of
Kerema which has been without a bishop for almost 3
years. He says many people have left the church and
have gone to other churches because there is no priest
in his parish. 

In the last few years we have seen that whenever
there is a vacancy in any diocese due to death or trans-
fer of a bishop, the replacement painfully takes a long
time. 

Recently, we had the appointment of the Bishop of
Wewak after almost 3 years. The Diocese of Kerema
does not have a bishop even after three years. In such
situations, services to the people and pastoral work in
the parishes are very slow or none at all. The morale of
the priests and the Catholic faithful is low. Many leave
the Catholic Church and go to other churches where
there is better pastoral care.

The authorities in Rome do not realize the ill effect it
has on a diocese when it does not have a bishop for
many years in a mission country such as PNG. In the
case of the Diocese of Kerema, we had a meeting of the
priests in May 2013 and there were 11 priests. Now in
May 2016, out of those 11 priests, two died and one
left the priesthood. 

In the recently held Annual General Meeting of the
bishops in Vanimo (April 5-15, 2016), the Bishops ex-
pressed their disappointment regarding the transfer of
Nuncio because it is destabilizing the church (Agenda
29). 

One retired bishop from PNG wrote to me recently: “I
know only too well that, for Rome PNG/SI is not a pri-
ority. But that is sad. While at Rome the Pope never
ceases to speak about the priority to the poor and to
the marginalised at the periphery”

Commentary 
by Fr.VictorRoche, SVD

Sheep without shepherds

PAPUA New Guinea proclaims it-
self to be a Christian country.  It is
manifested in the Constitution, in
the National Anthem and the Na-
tional Pledge.  Important Govern-
ment officers make their oath of
officeon the Bible. However, are
we really a Christian nation?

When the time for general and
local level elections come, the can-
didates may invoke their faith and
pray for God’s blessing upon the
country but, for many, Christian
faith, values, and principles are
practically put aside. The citizens
who will exercise their right to cast
their vote and elect candidates of
their choice may have a similar at-
titude. 

It is the duty of the Church to
guide the moral conscience of
Christian citizens. We, the Catholic
Bishops of Papua New Guinea,
would like to appeal to the faithful
people of PNG, and to their con-
science, to use those Christian val-
ues when it comes to the timeof
casting their vote and electing
leaders who will represent not
only their interests, but the com-
mon good of all citizens. Pope
Francis, in his Pastoral letter The

Joy of the Gospel, said: “An au-
thentic faith – which is never com-
fortable or completely
personal—always involves a deep
desire to change the world, to
transmit values, to leave this earth
somehow better than we found
it”. No 183

What are the qualities of a good
leader who will truly represent
people’s expectations and lead
the country forward?  We can
name some of those qualities.
First, the country needs compe-
tent leaders who are able to fulfil
their duties, people who have
proved themselves already in serv-
ing the community successfully.  A
second quality is the personal in-
tegrity of the candidate. They
should be God fearing, God loving
andhonest. Honesty means first of
all an absolute commitment to up-
hold the human rights and free-
dom of others and be accountable
for the assets of the country and
the provinces and all public funds.
Honestleaderswill not let them-
selves be dragged into corrupt
dealings. They are leaders that
people can trust. These qualities
are fundamental for good leader-

ship.  Then there are also other
characteristics of good leaders
that are to be considered: some-
one who has a vision for a better
future for their people and put the
common   good of all the people
first.   

During the election campaign,
candidates make many promises:
delivery of services, better living
conditions for the people, better
roads and communication and so
on.  Voters at this time must con-
sider carefully the words and ac-
tions of the candidates.  They
must try to discern what is true
and what is just. They must know
where the candidate stands in re-
gard of certain issues that for the
Church are not negotiable: respect
for human life, education for the
love of truth, health and other so-
cial services, preservation of the
natural environment, and many
other issues that affect the life of
the people. 

During the election campaign
many immoral, corrupt and dis-
honest practices take place. Many
candidates “buy” votes with cash
or goods. By doing this and many
other dishonest practices they

compromise their integrity and
credibility. They may gain sup-
porters but they lose respect; they
show that they are entering into
the cycle of corruption that is
prevalent in our country.

It is the same for the voters who
accept a bribe of cash or good or
favours. He or she enters in the
same cycle of corruption, accept-
ing a little money or rice but at the
same time selling their souls and
the future of the nation in ex-
change for his/her vote. 

Another factor that adversely af-
fects a free and fair democratic
election is the “wantok system”.
The “wantok system” is part of the
culture of Papua New Guinea. If it
had great value in the past, it is
not so today because it is often
abused for selfish motives.  Unfor-
tunately, the practice has spread
into high places and has serious
consequences in our society.
Again, when it comes to voting
and electing leaders, people often
vote for a wantok even if this can-
didate does not have the qualities
to lead.People who cast their
votesshould do so free of any
undue pressure, internal or exter-

nal.  Everyoneshould be able to
vote in conscience for the candi-
date they consider the best ser-
vant leader.

The 2017 Elections are crucial
for the future of Papua New
Guinea. The conduct of a free, fair
and safe election within the
boundaries of the law is central to
establishing a healthy democratic
society in PNG.  Let the Christian
principles and values of honesty,
respect and integrity be our guides
during this coming election.  It is
time to get rid of the cycle of cor-
ruption through improper and ille-
gal means of soliciting votes and
underhanded political practices. 

We, the Catholic Bishops of
Papua New Guinea wish by this
letter to appeal to the consciences
of all citizens of Papua New
Guinea. The honest vote of each
citizen is important for the future
of this country. All people have a
moral responsibility to make this
nation a great nation and a truly
Christian nation. 

Bishop Arnold Orowae
President of CBC-PNG/SI
15 April 2016

Catholic Bishops Conference of Papua New Guinea and Solomon Islands
Statement: Christian faith, values, and principles in Parliamentary Elections

Pioneers Papua New Guinea MSC Sister dies in Vunapope, ENBP
“Come, you are blessed by
my Father, says the Lord;
inherit the Kingdom pre-
pared for you from the
foundation of the
world.”(Mt 25:34)

Sr. M. Leonie
Pihalise,MSC,  formerly
known as Maria Pihalise was
born on the 9th October
1935 at Ponam Island –
Manus to Philip Monun and
Emilia Hikuvoh Monun.  She
was the first child in a fam-
ily of four until her passing
away on the 19th May 2016
at 2:25 pm at the private
ward of Vunapope hospital
with complications of Dia-
betes.  In 2012, on the 9th
September she celebrated
her Golden Jubilee, 50 years
of Religious vocation and fi-
delity to her call and last
year, her 80th birthday cel-
ebrated with gratitude for
her life with us.

She did her schooling with
the Sisters however at the
age of 24 years; she decided
to enter Religious life as a
Missionary Sister of the
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus.
During those times, PNG did
not have its own novitiate
so she (Maria Pihalise) and
Anna Malaenana from Vu-
nadidir in East New Britain
were sent to Mary’s Mount,
Balwyn-Australia on 3rd Oc-
tober 1959 for Novitiate
training and on the 9th Sep-
tember 1962 she made her
First Professionas an MSC
Sister.  Almost ten years

until a novitiate was estab-
lished in 1968, PNG, East
New Britain, 7 young
women tested their voca-
tion in the Australian Novi-
tiate, were enriched by the
encounter; but Sr. Leonie
was the first PNG MSC Sis-
ter.  On the 29th January
1965, Sr. Leonie returned to
PNG and worked as Domes-
tic worker in Vunapope.  As

the first, Sr. Leonie was al-
ways conscious of being the
“first fruit” of vocations
from PNG.  She was deeply
sincere and appreciated the
Spiritual legacy she had re-
ceived and pledged herself
during her farewell speech
at Mary’s Mount, Australia,
on the 26 January 1965, not
only to live it out in her own
life but to pass it on to fu-

ture PNG MSCs and to en-
courage them to live faith-
fully and courageously.  On
the 15th August 1967, she
made final professionin Vu-
napope.She enjoyed her
mission life in different com-
munities around the coun-
try.  She had a great love for
people; women, youth, chil-
dren and was always joyful
and finds a reason to smile
when things are not right.
As our pioneer PNG MSC Sis-
ter, she was almost in all
communities around the dif-
ferent dioceses in PNG: VU-
NAPOPE, TAPO,
UNEA-WNB, LAVONGAI-NIP,
LIHIR, MONGOP HIGH
SCHOOL-NIP, BITOKARA-
WNB, TANGA-NIP, VALOKA-
WNB, WASENGLA-VANIMO
–SANDAUN, MATANATAVA
NOVITIATE, VUNAMALMAL-
PROVINCIALATE, and BERE-
INA-CENTRAL PROVINCE.We
give thanks to God for her
life and as the “FIRST FRUIT”
she has been fondly recog-
nised by us all and we call
her “Mama Leonie” a title
with due respect of her
courageous and inspiring
zealous heart.  

She was finally laid to rest
at the Vunapope Religious
Cemetery. 

We will all miss your pres-
ence, your kind; generous,
selfless, loving caring na-
ture...Mama Leonie... Thank
you for your life shared with
us all. May her soul rest in
peace.

Before returning to PNG 29th January 1965- Mary’s Mount-
Australia.
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